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Hemadpanti: ¢ - A Historical Review
2 o M.Chavan
" id'dept of History

e College Arvi, Dist-wardha

= Abstract : PR T ¥
Hemadpanthi stvle ix mentioned as vae-of the major styles of Indian architecture, Hemadri Pandit
* o Homadpant, who was the chief of the Yadava kitigdom of Devagiri from 1259 to 1274, used this type of
budding in many places in Maharashtra and- the Deccan- Plateau, hence the name, Hemadpant.: The
- Hemadpaathi style of canstruction of the templés survived and is still available to-scholars today. Stones
“wsed in building construction are wsually desigugd tacut stones at different angles withiout having to fill
\ hem with lime or similar grade, to'make them stk together and to fit together. In temple-tike architecmre,
lom the base to the top, the interlocking situctire of the stone is hanmonious and:durable. The
“Ghrishneshwar temple at EHora and the temples & Avndha Nagnath were some.examples of Hemadpanthi
s"hrnecmmmt research paper discusses thie history of Hemadpanthi temple tradition. '

& Preface R L R T : ey

Hemadpanthi style is mentioned ds-ons of ghe-major styles of Indian architecture. Hemadri Pandit
Hemadpant, who was the ¢hicf of the Yadays Ringdoni of Devagiri from 1259 to 1274, used:this type of
«ilding in many places in’ Maharashtra and ‘the Deccen Platéau, hence the namte Hemadpant. The
adpanthi style of constrution of the temyples survived and is stil available to scholars today. Stomes
«od in building construction aré isua ‘

id ! e isually designed to ‘cat stones at' different angles without having to-fill
m with lime or similar grade; to fitake theém stick together and to fit togethier. In tempie-like architecture,
fom the base to the top, the fiterlotking ‘structure ‘of the stone is harmonious ‘and durable, The
hrishneshwar temple at Ellora ‘and tive temple at Aundha Nagnath-were some ‘examples of Hémadpanthi
<hitecture. The construction was carried out with the help of lime or any other material, only by placing .
‘nes on the siones in 4 certain manner or by notching the stones. The main feature is the formation of
2psle peaks. The shape of the base of the temple is exactly the same size 45 the smafl figure that forms the
2 of the Amalka on the-susimit, The foundations of these buildings are arranged 8t an angle, with the
Semirance arranged in front of one Comier, assumiilg 8 square with angles to the major directions. When
tsmall replicas of the peaks are placed-one on top of the other from the bottom to the top; all these small

ipeaks seem to form large peaks. In order to build any building, some ofithe clay, ime; cement, etc. have to
S used so that the stones or bricks stick to‘each other. But Hemadpanthi temples are‘an exception. These
Swrrples are cit into friangles, squares, pentagons, ‘citeles; semicircles, etciso that:they are-placed so neatly

s cach other that each part-of thé building cansupport the other and'the roof can:remain- safe. Such
ples wese built in the latc thirteenth:and foarteenth centuries, Hemadri or Hemadpant edvocated this

<thod, herice the name of this stylé-of oonstruotion.

~ported by arches. The front pait i Bliojmandap. The walls are angled. All construction is in biack
one. The te an : neient itiscriptiona are found on such temples. Hemadpanthi style is
whso scen in some places in Kopeshwar tecaple. The yoar 1000 to 1350 AD is the glorious: period of
v adav's caseer. The chief of the Yadavas is:Hemadpant. He was a learned architect. Hemadpanthi style
(mernples are found in forests, plateaus or anywhiere. The architect introduced the art of constructing temples
S ith artistic designs of stones, using grooves-and kangaroos as a support between two stones by the river,
b=ithout any other support. The method of building a temple by placing stones on a stone in a special way
b nthout’ using lime existed even before Hemadpant, However, Hemadpant got the credit for this method,
“bably beeause he built many temples of this method. During his time, the Mabanubhav sect began to
“spead in large pumbers. Hemadpant is a staunch supporter of Sauatan Dharma,; Therefore, by building
Symch temples op @ large scale, he protesied against the Mahanubhav sect. Erotic sculptures are found in the
SEemadpanthi temple. But there is opg exception. In the open space in the middle, of the village, there is a
"Shiva temple.and 8 Vishnw tomple. Altbough there aye sculptures of women i Vishau temple, they axe pot
peotic. They 4re womsn whio. arg jeady. to fight, with weapans in their hands! Some Veeranganas &

founted on horses, camels and sompyan glephants.
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me, these temples fall date tW8'sesArats pafts, Orre, tarsiphes bailt frort the o
. . : o ‘ s 140 u“ l
middle of the u:imnm contury; andtwo, #té.  Templew-bullt between: [ 3504 mnm:ﬁ Z:l:
carvings on the carly temples and on the, iater tempies it has graduafly Hecotue sphrve an

carvings are seldom seen. He can be traditionally cali 'Hamodf |
the Indo-Aryan style, Which mlved'wm.g; lgd‘tecfm'a lu:nudt];mﬁ?nm%‘::

style. This style is somewhat different from that of Nagar and idian and s :
kings of Yadav and Shilahar dynasties. Later, Hemndpéf?t. a v.lg:m{:m ﬁ?’& ?;13‘::\\’1:';\ '
sculpture came to an end and remained only architectural, Some information sbout this can be
wbookle" “Smlnmmm g o :imdham gclevmw m) and Aparajitpricha (Baraveshatak) on Vast
el e ption of Singhan Yadav in 1231. The temple has two types of layouts
a ; n;tuangthan (star-shaped). In contrast, the staternent is roughty ster-shaped. «
un:!ea of the stars in a circie. All |hu' temples-at Amreshwar (Ambernath), Gondeshwar (Sin
DxmwaL Devi Mandir (Patan, Chalisgacn  Taluka),- Maheshwar (Kokmatban,. Negar Disir
(Buldhana District) are legislative. The angular walls of the temple look steep o they.rise from e
the top, and their heaviness is. further. enhanced by. the effect of the shadows. Therefore, the pe
lines from the base to the apex ars less,visibles The constriiction of this semple has squares in som
but the foundation has not been dug; However, whatever the shaps of the bese, a very smil
becomes the seat of the apex. Also, no lime or similar substance is used to join the stones. The §
_bmlt by cutting notches or grooves.on the cut, stoges and stacking them one on g of the
grooves are cut in such a way that the, stories stick togethet.and seldom. lead. is-poured to p
cracks. Horses, yards, males, grains; dismonds are;seldom: found on the temple floor; however,
the temples, there are layers. of grains, lotuses and, diamonds. The-shmpe of (he. pasticke

horizotal hole in.the blade of a.double-sdged knife, Mosr.of tha temples ate. divided into sepd

Issuo, Vi :

such as sanctum sanctorum, sanctum sanctorum, hall snd entrance hall, Rarely is- the. pavilion §
addition to the main sanctum sanctoum, some temples:have two separate sanctum sanctorum
several sub sanctuaries. There is usually only one entrance but some;temples have three ga
entrance pavilion (Koppeshwar, Khidsapur). Gondeshwar is the onjy . panchayat-style temp
Hemadpanthi temple complex, with sub-temples of the Sun, Goddess, Vishnu and Ganesha 3
comers. It is small in size and Gondeshwar is the largest temple of all. The peaks of these
Hemadpanthi temples are characterized by a great balance bgtween the structure of the peak and
of the base of the temple. The lings of all the comers.of the femple run from. the ground to the v
the small replicas of the peaks (thighs)-fram-the bottom fo the top are atranged in a proportiona
80 that all these small peaks seem' to have formied-into, large peaks. The small peaks of this p
appear to-have gradually ascended 4 the. base of the Kootstambha. Their size gradually gets s
- top and ‘it gives the impression of an -overall beautiful integrated peak. In this regard,
Aparajitpricha states, Among fhe remgining: peaks,;the peak of Sinnar's. Gondeshwar temple
-condition. The peaks of the reraining semples.are, found.in  half-fallen. state; Some peaks ha
Jandlocked. Although these peaks sre a combination of the three archijecturak styles of the no
Latina and Bbumij, the elements of Bhumij architecture are visible intigm. Below: the peaks,
these fetnsles gre also notable; However, oy fave relatively, few 1ypes..In this regard, he b
some temples in Gujarat and Malwa; The mixuire of local components. is mosdy found in the
roefs of the temples at Ambernath (Shiva) and Sinnar (Shiva) are of the type of ‘Savama’ m
shaped circular ascended pavilions The pavilion of the Shiva.temple at Tarjpdga (Dhule district
a triangular ‘voof with a pyramid-like ascending  steps.Later. the roofs of the temples, wh
traditionally called Hemadpanti, have a simple, tapered shape or dome shape, and the size of £
seems to get smaller as the roof goes-up. it is based on a small aircular box with a lotus-shaped s
centre, while some have a chandelier. The foofs of Zodge and Waghli are adorned with sculpruresd
roofs of the early temples, along with gbometric structures, sculptures and vertical idols have begs
on them from fime to time. Like the roofs; the doorways of these temples are adomed with Gane§
on them and other deities carved witl their stigmas. The statues of Kirtimukhe, Makar and §
mainly carvéd on the threshold, The mandava (outer walls) of these early Hemadpanthi-Yadav 1e
rich in' sculpteres, which are comparatively ‘more’ than the carvings on' the pillars, doorwa
ceilings and peaks. The sculpture consists inainly of fythological deiticd along with narrative scu
Dashavatar, Mahabharata, Ramayana, Krishtislila 43d Sutasundari. Thedretically, Kamashilpa (RS
and Jabreshwar of Phaltan) are found in some places. It has lso tried o mainthin perfect harmongd
architecture and sculpture, In fact, the beautiful combination df archite¢taral style ‘and sculpturc
in the construction of this temple.
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This style is often terined as 'HW Tha pame is derived from the Hemadri alias
sant of the Yadav petiod, who was the. patron minister of Yadav Raja Mahadev (¢c. 1261-70) and
@ minister of Yadav Raja Ramdevrao (c. 1271-1311). There is a tradition that Hemadpant built
scmples and encouraged the construction of temples. He must have built about three hundred temples
> propagation of Hinduism however, many temples of this period were built about one hundred and
| wears before Hemadpant. Therefore, 6. callall. the temples of the Yadav period Hcmaq,pann would be
tand wrong in time because by mmtiunmg the Krishnadev's Nandgaon inscription (1254-55). Vs.
s savs, ‘From the temple in which this article was found, this temple is of Yadav period, built by
nthi (Hemadpanthi)' However, it does not seem that Hemadri first introduced this style of
we in Shake 1177, ie. 1255, as Hemadri emerged during the time of Mahadev. The same.opinion is
by Henry Cousins .in the book Medieval Temples of Deccan, and by James Bergesia while
ing the tcmples at Nﬂange and Nmm&xwwld be ﬁm'tomllthls mhm Yadav

A=k of Visni-Ab ', '\ mmnom, NewDelhl 19., e _
Dr.Altekar - Tthnshxmimmmdthm Wm
Rao T.A. Gopmatha Elemmts omedm Iconogsaphy Vol I, Part I- Mouhl WNW
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